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PRESIDENT HARRIS ON THE SOCIAL EVIL IN CHICAGO 

feel equal to covering all calls not only in their own, but in at least another 
large district as well. The superior speed of the automobile, its cleanliness, 
and its lower cost of operation need but little demonstration. The cheaper 
operation comes through the small cost for idle time as compared with keeping 
several horses and two or more wagons. During the hot summer weather 
many police horses are exhausted by the extraordinary demands made upon 
them, whereas the automobile would work as well in hot weather as in cold. 

It is devoutly to be hoped with Major Sylvester that political exigencies 
will soon permit the passage of a sensible law for the restriction of immigra- 
tion under the provisions of which it will be possible to exclude effectively the 
members of such societies as the Black Hand. The plundering of their more 
industrious fellow immigrants by these detestable criminals goes on steadily, 
silently, and to a far greater extent than most persons think. Police officials 
are aware of their depredations, but practically helpless because of the lack of 
testimony which will convict in the face of our safeguards to individual liberty. 
The insults and robberies are borne in silence either because of personal fear 
or the more horrible fear of danger to wives and daughters. No legislation 
could more truly protect and help the desirable immigrant than that which 
would permit effective dealing with these anarchistic parasites. 

At another time last summer Major Sylvester said that one of the best 
methods of keeping a police force free from "graft" is to pay it well. In his 
address he follows this generalization still further. The work of a policeman 
will make a man who has been doing it for a long time unfit to pursue his old 
trade even if he could find an opening. With the prospect before him of an 
old age dependent wholly upon his savings, it is hardly more than natural that 
a man with opportunity at every turn and of the ethical standards of an ordi- 
nary policeman will become first a petty, and then a large "grafter," while 
police efficiency becomes a mere myth. The very obvious preventive recom- 
mended is to make ample provision for the retirement and pensioning of police 
officers. Such a provision as half pay after twenty years' service and compul- 
sory retirement at the age of sixty-five would be a very great inducement to 
stop "grafting." Many cities have adopted a similar scheme, and as Major 
Sylvester said, it is most gratifying that the number is steadily increasing. 

George H. McCaffrey, London, Eng. 
(Sheldon Fellow, Harvard University.) 

SOCIAL EVIL. 

President Harris on the Social Evil in Chicago. — The following was 
prepared as an eight-minute address and was one of a list of five addresses 
delivered recently before the Sunday Evening Club in Orcehstra Hall, Chicago. 
The entire program was designed to arouse public sentiment on the subject of 
social vice as it prevails in Chicago. [Eds.] 

"The woman seller in Chicago gathers an annual profit of $16,000,000, some 
say, and I think that estimate too small. Tonight, thousands of women are 
merchanting their bodies. A multitude of boys are planting the seeds of the 
Black Plague, the worst disease of civilization. And yet all prostitution is 
illegal. Can any statement be more astounding? Oh, yes. It is this : The 
great, rich, religious city of Chicago is doing nothing about it. 
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"If a community takes the position that vice cannot be cured and that 
nothing better is possible than to reduce its evils and to keep it out of sight, 
then there is much to be said for the Japanese method of complete segregation; 
but segregation in America is not such complete segregation. With us, it 
means toleration of an illegal business within vaguely defined districts which 
are occupied not only by vice but also for legitimate business purposes and for 
residence usually by a large number of the poorest and most helpless of the 
community. Such segregation is no remedy or even solution, but rather tends 
to interfere with progress towards a cure. If vice is to be tolerated, there is 
not much to choose between segregation and dispersion, but the disadvantage 
is on the side of segregation. If we hope to make real progress toward remedy- 
ing the vice evils, then segregation is the worst method. 

''Segregation is objectionable, because it is likely to be accepted as a remedy. 
A man who adopts it is like the one who saves his own loss by passing a 
counterfeit coin on another. It may be said that neither is dispersion a remedy, 
and truly; but dispersion incites that public to action while segregation favors 
neglect. 

"Segregation is unfair to innocent and conscientious owners of property 
in the segregated district, for while it increases enormously the value of prop- 
erty used for disreputable purposes it depreciates the value of nearby property. 
This situation is a sore temptation to owners. 

"Segregation is outrageously unfair to those poor, helpless people who 
must live in the immediate presence of the congregated vicious element. It is 
not at all a lovely thing that these helpless ones who cannot defend themselves, 
are left by the better element of the community to suffer the concentrated evils 
of vice conditions. 

"Segregation by concentrating vice thrusts an unbearable burden of respon- 
sibility for the enforcement of the law upon the minimum number of city 
officers. 

"The same concentration, while reducing the number to be tempted, enables 
vice to combine money and influence for the temptation and corruption of 
public officers. 

"Segregation, by hiding vice from public view, deprives public opinion of 
its proper influence in restraint of vice and of its patrons, and upon the police 
who escape observation and through constant touch with vice come to tolerate 
it. It permits vice to flaunt itself, where it may be easily found by the idle 
and curious, with the least risk of detection ; and it leads to the seduction of 
numberless curious boys, who are weak rather than bad. 

"Segregation favors the development of vice as a business under its cap- 
tains of industry. 

"For these and other reasons there is not time to mention, it seems to me 
there is hope for improvement of the vice situation ii the policy of segrega- 
tion be given up. Dispersion will compel the community to face the evil and 
will teach it the facts. It may be said, the city will not tolerate vice in the 
better quarters. No, and therein hope lies. If the community is to tolerate 
the vice plague, then it is fair that the community in general share the disad- 
vantages. It is mean for the strong to use their strength only to put the evil 
over upon the weak who can do nothing. A general distribution of the haunts 
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of vice throughout the city would soon show how fallacious is the common 
claim that any real progress toward extermination is impossible. 

"If vice is to be cured, there must be, first, publicity and education, then 
honest, scientific and courageous study of the problem, together with patient 
administrative experiments. Harsh methods and occasional persecution of 
unfortunate, and if you please, wicked women, will accomplish little. The com- 
munity must recognize its responsibility to cure a community evil, must make 
laws that can be enforced, and must put an end to the open and well-known 
ignoring of the law, by those responsible for its enforcement. 

"There are some things we can do at once. We know that one great avenue 
to vice is the disreputable dance hall. For those who use these halls, the com- 
munity can provide decent opportunities for amusement of the kind they will 
use. Again, it is possible for a community which knows that many girls in the 
city are working for less than a living wage, to accept guardianship over them. 
Require every employer to register all girls employed at less than a specified 
minimum pay, and then let the city appoint public guardians who will in nec- 
essary cases furnish the assistance the family renders in many cases, helping 
them at the public expense, until they are able to care for themselves. In a 
country which is so generously devoted to the protection of labor, one need 
not apologize for asking public protection for that class of American labor 
most in need. 

"Do you say I am preaching socialism? I don't care, if it means salvation. 
And I'll take this text from the words of a master: 'Bear ye one another's 
burdens.' " 

Abram W. Harris, 
President of Northwestern University; Member of the Chciago Vice Commis- 
sion. 

The American Vigilance Association. — The American Vigilance Asso- 
ciation is the tangible evidence of determination on the part of several organi- 
zations in America to concentrate their energies in the fight against the white 
slave traffic. It is backed by practical business men of the east and west, and 
by some of the foremost men and women in educational and social work, who 
have consented to serve on its executive board, to lend their influence in the 
guidance of its policy, and to give their advice in the perfecting of the various 
departments of work. The president is David Starr Jordan; vice presidents, 
Cardinal Gibbons and Dean Sumner ; treasurer, Charles L. Hutchinson of Chi- 
cago, and the executive secretary and general counsel, Clifford G. Roe. The 
executive board consists at the present time of the following members : Clif- 
ford W. Barnes, chairman; John G. Shedd, Julius Rosenwald, Henry F. 
Crowell, A. C. Bartlett and Jane Addams, all of Chicago; Grace H. Dodge and 
James Bronson Reynolds, of New York; Dr. O. Edward Janney, of Baltimore; 
Wallace Simmons, of St. Louis; Charles Bentley, of San Francisco; Henry J. 
Dannenbaum, of Houston. 

The purpose of the association is "To suppress and prevent commercialized 
vice and to promote the highest standard of public and private morals. To 
accomplish this purpose, the association shall strive for the constant, persistent 
and absolute repression of prostitution and the passage and enforcement of 
laws, for the rescue and protection of girls and women, for the promotion of 
knowledge of the social evil, its effects and results, and for the circulation of 
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